
Prayer is Simple, and Everybody Gets to Play 
 
First, God is awesome and prayer is an amazing tool to experience that awesomeness. And I 
mean awesome in the fullest, most literal sense of that word, he fills me with awe with who He 
is and what He is doing here. 
 
Second, Everybody gets to play this is a classic saying by John Wimber, the founder of the 
Vineyard movement, and it means just that, everybody, all of us get to be part of God's 
Kingdom breaking into the world today, right now. We just need a willing heart that desires to 
love God and love others. 
 
Finally, prayer is simple. Sometimes, and I can fall into this too, we feel like our prayers have to 
sound amazing and poetic. That we need a litany of scripture. That we need to have our lives 
perfectly together. That we need to know exactly what to say beforehand. But the reality is, we 
don't need any of that stuff because it's not us, it's Him. When we pray God doesn’t care. about 
how well we say it, He cares about the heart that we bring to prayer. He's looking for that one 
person to stand on the wall on behalf of their brother and sister. So if feeling the need to have a 
beautiful, eloquent prayer is stopping you from saying the plain and simple prayer, I encourage 
you just say the simple player. 
 
How we pray for others… 
 
Our role model is Jesus, who used direct, simple prayers to achieve remarkable results. Jesus 
told his followers to pray like him. And when they did the New Testament describes how they 
saw miraculous results.  
 
We believe that God is active in our time and is offering to do big breakthrough things if we ask 
him. We know that the followers of Jesus have received the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13) 
 
And with this understanding God has called us all to be his instruments which he uses to rescue 
his people (2 Corinthians 4:1-7)  
 
The many mentions of God's Kingdom in the New Testament explain how God is extending his 
loving, powerful ways into our families. And we should also acknowledge that the Kingdom is 
not fully arrived, which is why we don't see everything we pray for and yet it is breaking in. This 
is what we already see in these testimonies today, and why we should push for more 
breakthrough! 
 
Guiding Principle 
 
Given all of that, the prayer team’s guiding principle: Maximum power, minimum interference. 
 



Maximum power means we want to be in close contact with the Holy Spirit. We want and 
believe God can do miraculous life changing things. We believe Jesus equips his followers to do 
acts that would appear supernatural, like healing. And most of all we want his people to have a 
powerful encounter with Him.  
 
Minimum interference means we believe in approaching prayer in a normal, neutral, relaxed 
manner. Using our normal speech. We don't have to add to whatever God might be doing, so 
let's not.  
 
Prayer Values 
 
And with this guiding principle of maximum power and minimum interference there are some 
values that we should on hold dearly.  
 

• Being responsive to divine initiative. Jesus was totally dependent on the Father in all that he did.  
“I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by Himself; He can only do what He sees the Father 
doing.” (John 5:19) 
 
“By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please 
myself but Him who sent me.” (John 5:30) 

 
• Being relational. Jesus revealed God’s heart of compassion, mercy, and loving kindness. This 

compassion drove his ministry (Matt (9:35-10:1).  When Jesus heals the leper that's an act of 
compassion (Matt 8:1-4). Jesus was moved with that compassion for those who are broken, 
alienated, and scorned. Jesus did what only God could do (Mark 2:1-12 ) 

 
• Third is being real. We don't want to come off as false or holier than thou or strange. So how do 

we do that? By being authentic. Our words should match reality. Our claims and actions should 
be real and not exaggerated. We should seek to be natural. Be intelligible to those you're praying 
for just as Jesus was intelligible to 1st century Jews. Our language, intonations, mannerisms, and 
style need to be relevant to whomever we are praying. And we should seek to be grounded. Even 
Jesus told the leper to go to the priest to verify the healing.  

 
When we pray… 
 

Come Holy Spirit 
And when we pray for someone, we invite God to come. We can pray something like 
“Holy Spirit come and help me pray now. Come and help Tom receive all the good things 
you have for him make this a really powerful encounter for him. Come Jesus” and then 
we do something that is really important before launching into prayer.  



 
We Tune In 
This simply means getting in sync with what God is doing when we pray. Tuning our 
minds to what God is up to. In the same way we might tune a radio to the station we’re 
looking for. In other words, we don't just receive the prayer request and immediately 
pray for it. Instead we take the request and ask God to come and be part of our prayer. 
Then we wait and still ourselves and try to align with His Spirit of love for this person. 
Then we’re better prepared to pray. If you pray in tandem with God, you will be so 
much more likely to pray in a way that blesses somebody. Tuning in may only take 30 
seconds but it can have a huge impact. 
 
Here-and-now, simple-and-direct language 
And this kind of prayer assumes the actual, real time presence and activity of the Holy 
Spirit. It should be filled with simple, direct sentences. Lots of here-and-now language. 
Words and phrases that assume the immediate presence of God. Like we believe in 
healing, and we see Jesus speaking to body parts in the gospels, telling them to be 
healed like “ears be opened!” so let's do the same. 
 
An example of a simple direct here-and-now prayer would be “Oh God please come now 
and heal this knee. Holy Spirit come now and go directly to the injured parts of this knee 
and repair them completely. I tell every part of this knee to be healed now, in the name 
of Jesus” 
 
A different scenario might be praying for someone needing guidance in their career. It 
typically doesn't work well to ask for all that guidance right now so that the person will 
walk away with a clear-cut answer. Life rarely works out like that. But we do want 
prayers that strongly ask God to come and do something now. So we might pray “Lord 
we just ask you to come now and give Michelle a new level wisdom so she can choose 
career paths well. Please come now and give her whatever she needs to make good 
informed choices. Even today Father bless her with pointers on what to do next. Send 
your Spirit to guide now, and on a daily basis, in Jesus name.” And then remain tuned in. 
Often, you'll get extra pointers from God as you pray for someone. And don't be afraid 
to ask if a prayer resonates, and if it does you can pray into that a bit more.  
 
Be Humble 
And as with all things, be humble and open handed with what you think you're hearing. 
Use disclaimer language to avoid putting pressure on the person you're praying for. Say 
things like “it could just be me but I want to put this out there just in case” And then 
share what you think you're hearing.  

 
 



Tips for Prophetic Words 
• God’s voice is never condemning and always uplifting. Even when bringing up areas of 

brokenness.  
• His voice is always in agreement with the Bible 
• Don't force it – seek God's words, but don't feel pressured.  
• Do ask God to take away your own feelings like superiority, religiosity, anger – these can 

interfere.  
• Explicitly ask God to reveal Himself to you in whatever way He likes.  
• Wait for God to speak – it may be a word, phrase, image, scripture, impression. 

It may be a mix of things. It's different for everyone. Listen for the still, small voice of the Holy 
Spirit.  

• How do you know if it’s God? That’s very personal, and we can never really know with 100 
percent certainty, but people say things like this when concluding that they have something 
concrete from God: It feels right. It won’t go away – it repeats itself. It’s so clear. I felt a sort of 
quickening in my heart when this came to me. I felt a weird peace.  

Ultimately its between God and the person receiving the prayer to decide what is helpful for 
them, not you. His will, not yours. 
 


